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The Chinese University of Hong Kong Domestic violence has attracted considerable attention and research across countries. Early research focused on wife and child abuse, and elder abuse has emerged as another facet of domestic violence only in the past two decades. In the URited States, one study found that about 3.2% qf elderly people had been abused in at least one of the ways defined by the researchers (Pillemer & Finkelhor, 1988) . In a study in Britain, the prevalence rates were 5% for verbal abuse, 2% for physical abuse, and 2% for financial abuse (Ogg & Mumm-Giddings, 1993) . Similar rates were also found in a study conducted in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, with 5.6% for overall prevalence rate, 3.2% for verbal aggression, and 1.2% for physical aggression (Comijs, Pot, Smit, Bouter, & Jonker, 1998) .
The conceptualization of elder abuse presents problems as there is little consensus regarding the minimum standards of care necessary to maintain the dignity &d of life in old people or whose responiibility it is to ensure these standards are met. Indeed, one of the problems faced by early research on elder abuse was disagreements on definitions (~albraith,-l989j. Although most studies have included physical abuse, psychological abuse, and violation of rights under the definitions of elder abuse (Block & Sinnott, 1979; Lau & Kosberg. 19'79 
